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January 20, 2022



 

ADA’S PLAZA CENTER, STE 202 A, 173 ASPINALL AVENUE HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
TEL: (671) 989-7696 / 4678 ǀ EMAIL: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org 

AUTHOR’S REPORT 

Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to 
expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan 
Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606, the “Return 
Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend Title 
38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per 
diem payments provided by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to 
homeless veterans; and further requesting parity and 
inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all 
territories.” 

By Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author; Vice Speaker 
Tina Rose Muna Barnes; Senator Jose “Pedo” Terlaje; Senator 
Joe S. San Agustin; Senator Joanne M. Brown; Senator James 
C. Moylan; Senator Mary Camacho Torres 

THE OFFICE OF SENATOR 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 
I  MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN  |  36th GUAM LEGISLATURE 



Vice Speaker 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON RULES 
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING | 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA | HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
cor@guamlegislature.org  | (671) 472-2461  

 November 30, 2021 

MEMO 
To: Rennae Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Ana Won Pat-Borja 
Legislative Legal Counsel  

From: Senator Amanda L. Shelton  
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Referral of Resolution No. 215-36 (COR) 

Håfa adai, 

As per my authority as Acting Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding the referral of 
Resolution No. 215-36 (COR) – Telena Cruz Nelson, Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, Joe S. San 
Agustin, Joanne Brown, James C. Moylan, Mary Camacho Torres – “Relative to expressing the utmost 
support of I Liheslaturan Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which 
seeks to amend Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per diem payments provided by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further requesting 
parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.” 

Please ensure that the subject resolution is referred to Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author of Resolution 
No. 215-36 (COR).  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee on Rules 
Director at 472-2461.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Amanda L. Shelton 
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910 
TEL 671-472-2461 

COR@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 



Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00
P.M. 

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Tue, Jan 11, 2022 at 9:00 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Auriann Camacho <ac.senatortcn >, Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez
<lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff <cundiffb175 >, ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-
hunter@gvao.guam.gov, linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>

January 11, 2022

 

MEMORANDUM

 

To:                   All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media
From:              Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
Subject:           FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00
P.M.

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Education, Self-Determination and
Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety, Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime
Transportation will convene a Virtual Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., via I
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Zoom Conference platform. The agenda includes the following:
 

·      Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance
Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to permanently establish a toll-free telephone helpline for
veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and assistance with all services from the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.”
 
·      Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan
Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend
Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per diem payments provided by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further
requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson.
 
The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and
streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your
participation!  
 
Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!

--  
The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 



 

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 

19JAN2022 FIrst Notice.pdf 
315K







Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at
5:00 P.M. 

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jan 14, 2022 at 9:00 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez <lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff
<cundiffb175 >, ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-hunter@gvao.guam.gov,
linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>

January 14, 2022

 

MEMORANDUM

 

To:                   All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media
From:              Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
Subject:           SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at
5:00 P.M.

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Education, Self-Determination and
Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety, Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime
Transportation will convene a Virtual Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., via I
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Zoom Conference platform. The agenda includes the following:
 

·      Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance
Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to permanently establish a toll-free telephone helpline for
veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and assistance with all services from the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.”
 
·      Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan
Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend
Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per diem payments provided by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further
requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson.
 
The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and
streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your
participation!  
 
Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!

--  
The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 



 

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 

19JAN2022 Second Notice.pdf 
315K







Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

CORRECTED: SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January
19, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. 

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jan 14, 2022 at 10:44 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez <lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff
<cundiffb175 , ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-hunter@gvao.guam.gov,
linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>

Please disregard the previous email sent and see below the corrected Second Notice: 

January 14, 2022

 

MEMORANDUM

 

To:                   All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media
From:              Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
Subject:           SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19,
2022 at 5:00 P.M.

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Education, Self-Determination and
Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety, Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime
Transportation will convene a Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., via I
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Zoom Conference platform. The agenda includes the following:
 

·      Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance
Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to permanently establish a toll-free telephone helpline for
veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and assistance with all services from the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.”
 
·      Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan
Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend
Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per diem payments provided by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further
requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson.
 
The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and
streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be
available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your
participation!  
 
Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!

--  



 

The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 
Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 

CORRECTED 19JAN2022 Second Notice.pdf 
392K





Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

Invitation to Participate in the Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19,
2022 at 5:00 P.M. 
1 message

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Thu, Jan 6, 2022 at 2:02 PM
To: Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez <lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff
<cundiffb175@ >, ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-hunter@gvao.guam.gov,
linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>

Buenas yan Håfa Ådai!

Senator Telena Nelson is inviting and encouraging your participation in the Virtual Public Hearing to be held on Wednesday,
January 19, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. The public hearing notice will be sent out at a later date.

The agenda includes the following:
 

·      Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan
Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to
permanently establish a toll-free telephone helpline for veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and
assistance with all services from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.”
 
·      Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan Guåhan for the passage
of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the
rate of per diem payments provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless
veterans; and further requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

SUBMITTING TESTIMONY:

Written Testimony: submit via email to senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org
Virtual Oral Testimony: Sign up to provide virtual testimony via Zoom by contacting The Office of Senator Telena
Cruz Nelson via email at senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org or (671) 989-7696.

Si Yu’us Ma’åse.

--  

 

The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 
Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 



Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

Zoom & Google File Link: Virtual Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022
at 5:00 P.M. 

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Wed, Jan 19, 2022 at 7:18 AM
To: "Hon. Therese M. Terlaje" <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>, Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes
<senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>, "Hon. Amanda L. Shelton" <officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>,
Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>, "Hon.
Joe S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, Senator Jose Pedo Terlaje
<senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>, "Senator Clynton E. Ridgell" <clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Mary C.
Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Telo T. Taitague" <senatortelot@gmail.com>, "Senator Joanne M.
Brown" <office@senatorjoannebrown.com>, Office of Senator Moylan Guam Legislature
<officeofsenatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator V. Anthony Ada" <senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>,
"Honorable Senator Frank Blas, Jr," <office@senatorfrankblas.com>, "Senator Christopher M. Dueñas"
<senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez <lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff
<cundiffb175 >, ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-hunter@gvao.guam.gov,
linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>, dtmendiola716

Buenas yan Håfa Adai Senators:

Please see the Zoom link and Google Drive file link for the virtual public hearing on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.,
for the following agenda items.

Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the
36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to permanently establish a toll-
free telephone helpline for veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and assistance with all services from the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs.” 

Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan Guåhan for the passage of H.R. 5606,
the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the rate of per diem
payments provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further
requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

Guam Legislature is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Virtual Public Hearing - Telena C. Nelson 
Time: Jan 19, 2022 05:00 PM Guam, Port Moresby 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

Meeting ID:  
Passcode: 

Google Drive Hearing File
To ensure a smooth and productive hearing, we ask for your cooperation and assistance by following these
virtual hearing guidelines:  

1.     Please ensure to log in with your full name. To rename on your Zoom account; Click the "Participants" icon in
the Zoom toolbar. In the Participants window, next to your name click "More"              and choose "Rename". Enter a
new name and click "Rename" to save it for that meeting.
2.     Please LOG IN to the virtual hearing link 15 minutes prior to the hearing. A pre-hearing test will be conducted
by our MIS Division and the Committee, prior to going live.
3.     Please ensure that your VIDEO remains ON and you are visible throughout the hearing.
4.     Please MUTE your AUDIO unless called upon to present, respond or to ask questions.



5.     Participants must be visible at all times and not engaged in other activities during the hearing. As much as
possible, log in from an area with good lighting, little to no background noise, and              good internet connectivity.
6.     If you are having technical difficulties, kindly log off and return using the same link, we will work toward
reconnecting you.
7.     You may contact 472-3586, to quickly relay immediate technical issues during the hearing to our MIS Division.
8.     Further hearing protocol and decorum requirements will be announced at the beginning of the hearing.

--  

 

The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 
Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 



Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

FRIENDLY REMINDER: Invitation to Participate in the Virtual Public Hearing on
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. 

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Wed, Jan 19, 2022 at 9:59 AM
To: Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: Tim Aguon <tim.aguon@gvao.guam.gov>, Lucia Perez <lucia.perez@gvao.guam.gov>, Bill Cundiff
<cundiffb175 m>, ronald.quinata@gvao.guam.gov, marjorie.mesa-hunter@gvao.guam.gov,
linda.hernandez@gvao.guam.gov, tanya.eubanks@gvao.guam.gov, jrmprotocol@fe.navy.mil,
esther.c.aguigui.mil@mail.mil, rstopasna@ghura.org, Audrey Aguon <aaaguon@ghura.org>, dtmendiola716

Buenas yan Håfa Ådai!

Senator Telena Nelson is inviting and encouraging your participation in the Virtual Public Hearing to be held
on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. The public hearing notice will be sent out at a later date.

The agenda includes the following:
 

·      Resolution No. 234-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan
Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for S. 3284, the “Veterans Assistance Helpline Act of 2021,” which seeks to
permanently establish a toll-free telephone helpline for veterans to use in order to quickly obtain information and
assistance with all services from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.”
 
·      Resolution No. 215-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan Guåhan for the passage
of H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend Title 38 of the United States Code to adjust the
rate of per diem payments provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees that provide services to homeless
veterans; and further requesting parity and inclusion of all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories.”

SUBMITTING TESTIMONY:

Written Testimony: submit via email to senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org
Virtual Oral Testimony: Sign up to provide virtual testimony via Zoom by contacting The Office of Senator Telena
Cruz Nelson via email at senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org or (671) 989-7696.

Si Yu’us Ma’åse.
--  

 

The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson 
Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you." 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF VICE SPEAKER 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 

I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN  |  35th GUAM 
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Res. No. 215-36 (COR) 
Virtual Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 • 5:00 P.M. 
 

NAME AGENCY OR 
ORGANIZATION (IF ANY) 

SUPPORT? 
OPPOSE? 

WRITTEN 
TESTIMONY  

ORAL 
TESTIMONY 

CONTACT 
NUMBER 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Director Tim Aguon Guam Veterans Affairs Office      
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So, Mr. Aguon, do you have any testimony or any comments on this resolution? 
 
Director Tim Aguon, Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Thank you, Madam Chair. Again, I’m 
Tim Aguon. I’m the Director of Guam Veterans Affairs. Actually, this is I believe that this is a 
really good resolution. One of the challenges that we’re experiencing right now because we’re 
trying to avail our state office to be part of the GPD Program, which is the Grant and Per Diem 
Program. 
 
Unfortunately, only states that are currently participating can apply for this grant. So, I’m actually 
attending the conference next month to figure out how we can navigate and add Guam’s State 
Office here to be part of the program since I’m not sure if my predecessors ever made an attempt 
to try and get Guam included in this. We’ve…I’ve made a couple of attempts to try and get us on 
this but I’ve gotten kicked backed because we’re not on the list. 
 
So, when I attend this conference next month that’s one of my priorities to sit down with these 
people and Lucy and I are going to sit down with all the grants people and we’re going to bring 
the fire because there’s a lot of things that Guam should be eligible for in regards to grant programs 
that we’re not on the list, right?  
 
For some reason or another but this is a key one because this is supportive of our homeless 
veterans, our veterans that are in transition, our veterans that don’t have jobs that have low-income. 
So, this is something. That you know our veterans that we have here not just for Guam but you 
know we’re trying to establish Guam as a regional hub for Micronesia and the Pacific, International 
Pacific, which is something that we’ve discussed with the new appointee for Pacific Strategic 
Programs last week. 
 
So, we have a sit down date with the Program Director when we get to Virginia next month but I 
am totally support of this and hopefully we have success at this conference and Guam can avail to 
this program. Thank you. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Thank you, Director Aguon. Ms. Perez, is there 
any comment or questions that you would like to add or ask? 
 
Administrator Lucia Perez, Guam Veterans Affairs Office: No, I did everything that he said. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Okay, thank you. Okay, I’ll now call on my 
colleagues to if they have any questions or comments. Senator Shelton, do you have any? 
 
Senator Amanda Shelton: Thank you very much Madam Chair. I want to thank again our GVAO 
for being here for the testimony that they’ve provided today for both resolutions. I think this is 
another effort on our part that is something we can all get behind again in support of our veterans. 
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And I think this is timely and I give you my full support to help move this swiftly as Director 
Aguon goes off very soon to have. These conversations and I think it’s great to have the backing 
of the Guam Legislature with him. The support with him that he can be able to share that with 
those he’s meeting in Virginia to help build the case for Guam and to ensure that we’re getting all 
of the benefits for our veterans here that they rightfully deserve.  
 
So, thank you. We wish you the best of luck, Mr. Aguon and we hope to send you off to Virginia 
with this resolution in hand. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Thank you, Senator Shelton. Senator Taitague, do 
you have any questions or comments? 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: Thank you, Madam Chair for the opportunity and I’m wishing you the 
very best Tim, go get’em. You know stand your ground tell them about how many people are you 
know are you know I was how many people in Guam who joined the military. You know and how 
many have died you know for our country. I mean let them remind them of that there’s so many 
of us who you know are forgotten when it comes to what’s avail what’s been given to the veterans. 
 
You know that they get in the mainland that we don’t get here on Guam. So, please stand up and 
fight. Thank you, good luck to that but you know I also wanted to bring up there are several you 
know just the resolution itself that there are several known homeless veterans on Guam walking 
our public streets as you know and is there an active VA transitional program provided for veterans 
homeless individuals in Guam using per diem grants currently? 
 
Director Tim Aguon, Guam Veterans Affairs Office: I’m going to say no not that I’m aware of 
unless WestCare has received a grant from them but not to my knowledge. Which is the reason 
why I’m trying to we are trying to establish us as a first time applicant because throughout the 
grant program it’s for current grantees only. But you know how can we ever be a current grantee 
if we don’t get on the list right or you know be able to apply for it. 
 
So, you know our goal is to hold them to the fire and yes, we’re going to quantify and justify our 
existence with the total number of veterans that we have that have served that are serving and those 
that have fallen before us. and it’s one of our priorities because this is a way for us to support those 
homeless veterans like I mentioned before right is the transition is the gap that we need to fill here 
on and throughout Micronesia for the veterans. 
 
The transition period from whether you’re getting out of active duty or out of the service whether 
it be guarded reserve or retiring. This is the gap that we don’t have currently in regards to services 
or monies to provide these veterans that are in search of stability and maintaining their lifestyle. 
So, yes, absolutely we’re going to bring the fire. We’re going to bring the numbers and hopefully 
there’s somebody there that can assist us and I’m sure the relationship that we just established with 
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the new Pacific Strategic Director, she told us she’s got our support. We have a sit down with her 
and hopefully she’s going to lead the band on this drum beat that we’re going to bring. 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: Okay, well, when we gather on this resolution and what it’s doing it’s 
basically increasing the per diem to our veterans to provide you know better living facilities and 
you know cost of living of course, has gone up but has our local VA office reached out to private 
providers like well non-profits even like the Guam Coalition other than WestCare taking advantage 
of the VA’s transitional housing programs for our local and resident vets. 
 
Director Tim Aguon, Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Okay, so, as I mentioned right? This is 
the kind of goes hand in had one of the other priorities is for us to be part of this program that’s 
offered in many states, which is called Pathways, right? So, this is sort of like similar to the soup 
kitchen overnight stay for homelessness but this is specific for veterans.  
 
Many states have this program along they have a facility that also has counselors, service rep, 
visits from doctors and some of them even have a pharmacy for the transition, veterans that are 
there. And we don’t have that here on Guam but we are working this office is working with OHAP 
and the Lieutenant Governor’s program on homelessness and the way we can contribute to their 
programs is to get on board on this so, that will be that will open the door for us to get into us 
securing a location. As an example, one of well I won’t say that because then I don’t want to 
be…that if we were able to secure a location, a current location that’s not being used or occupied. 
We can use this Pathways and the Per Diem Grant to facilitate this building for the veterans in 
transition. 
 
That’s something that’s on my board here. It’s one of the priorities and there’s things with the VA 
that go hand in hand so, you can’t have one without the other. And so, with this per diem, it’s 
going to open the door for us to get the Pathways program that most states currently have that’s 
the only way we can support the programs from OHAP or our other non-profit organizations. We 
have to open the door for them and then we can participate and fully support a veteran transition 
homelessness however you want to word it. That’s the only way we can fund or assist them in 
getting the grants for it. 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: Okay, well, again I wish you the very best and yes, bring the fire, bring 
the power and bring our history – our history of our vets here on Guam and how we’ve lost so 
many in the war per capita versus any other state. So, for anyone who deserves this it’s our veterans 
right here at home on Guam. So, wish you the very best and thank you. Lucia, always a pleasure 
to see you to as well. Take care. Happy New Year to you both. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Thank you, Senator Telo. Senator Brown, do you 
have any questions or comments at this time? 
Senator Joanne Brown: I don’t have too much more to add, Madam Chair. I think all the good 
points have been brought up with regards to the intent of this resolution and certainly I think 
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anything we can do to facilitate getting more federal resources to assist our veterans particularly 
those that are in this transition or homeless period. I mean obviously they would have had other 
challenges that have been facing them in order to put them in that situation. But nevertheless, since 
these opportunities are available for our veterans back in the mainland of course, we feel our 
veterans are just as deserving on equal footing and certainly I’m very supportive of this resolution. 
 
So, thank you for allowing me and thank you to our representative from the Veterans Affairs Office 
(Guam) for providing input with regards to both these resolutions this evening. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Thank you, Senator Brown. At this time, I just 
want to thank you Director Aguon and Ms. Perez, you know the amazing teamwork that the 
Veteran Affairs Office (Guam) has done amongst your staff and us being able to reach out to you 
and making yourself available to us. we have learned a great deal about the veterans assistance 
that is provided to our island and we’ve also learned areas where we need to improve. And it’s 
been very difficult in the past under previous leaderships to get specific information to address the 
challenges that the Veteran Affairs Office (Guam) has and also that the veterans, the services that 
are needed and that could be available to them but the programs are not in place. 
 
And so, I thank you for you know doing your due diligence and really taking a proactive approach 
and going out there to the mainland and saying hey Guam needs to be its own entity. We deserve 
these programs. The veterans have earned these programs and so, I thank you for that. This is by 
far under your leadership and through your team we’ve received a wealth of information and a 
wealth of activity going on to improve our Veteran Affairs Office (Guam) and the services they 
provide.  
 
So, thank you very much for your hard work and I appreciate that. I can tell you guys are a little 
bit tired but we’re done now. So, thank you very much. 
 
Director Tim Aguon, Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Thank you. Thank you, Chairman and 
thank you, Senators, for your support and your continued support of this office and the veteran 
community. We really appreciate it. We can’t do this alone. This is one fight, one island, one team. 
So,  you know, they stood up and sacrificed for us to enjoy the freedoms that we have today and 
we’re putting our best foot forward and giving the same type of energy that they have given us in 
order for us to live the life that we have today. So, thank you very much. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Prime Author: Thank you, Director Aguon. Okay, so, that being 
said and there are no further questions or testimonies, we will conclude the Virtual Public Hearing. 
 
The Committee will continue to accept written testimony for the next ten  (10) working days. 
Testimonies may be sent via email to senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org or delivered to the 
Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at Suite 202A, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 
96910. A recording of today’s hearing will be available on YouTube at Guam Legislature Media. 
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We will now conclude the Virtual Public Hearing. It is now 5:45 p.m., in the evening. Thank you 
very much and have a good night. 
 

 
The public hearing was adjourned at 5:45 P.M. 
 
III. FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Prime Author, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, hereby reports out on Resolution No. 215-36 
(COR), “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Liheslaturan Guåhan for the passage of 
H.R. 5606, the “Return Home to Housing Act,” which seeks to amend Title 38 of the United States 
Code to adjust the rate of per diem payments provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
grantees that provide services to homeless veterans; and further requesting parity and inclusion of 
all veterans residing in Guam and in all territories,” with the recommendation  to do adopt.
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117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 5606 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to adjust the rate of per diem 

payments provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to grantees 

that provide services to homeless veterans. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OCTOBER 15, 2021 

Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for herself, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. JACOBS of Cali-

fornia, and Mr. GARBARINO) introduced the following bill; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

A BILL 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to adjust the rate 

of per diem payments provided by the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs to grantees that provide services to home-

less veterans. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Return Home to Hous-4

ing Act’’. 5

            

 
 

 
 



2 

•HR 5606 IH

SEC. 2. ADJUSTMENTS TO RATE OF PER DIEM PAYMENTS 1

PROVIDED BY THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS 2

AFFAIRS FOR SERVICES FURNISHED TO 3

HOMELESS VETERANS. 4

Section 2012(a)(2)(B) of title 38, United States 5

Code, is amended— 6

(1) in clause (i)— 7

(A) in subclause (I), by inserting ‘‘, includ-8

ing in response to an emergency’’ after ‘‘appro-9

priate’’; and 10

(B) in subclause (II)(aa)(BB), by striking 11

‘‘115’’ and inserting ‘‘200’’; and 12

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘150’’ and insert-13

ing ‘‘200’’. 14

Æ 

            

 
 

 
 




